
From: "Lewicki, Chris" <Lewicki.Chris@epa.gov>
To: "Havard, James" <Havard.James@epa.gov>

Date: 11/14/2017 8:04:12 AM
Subject: FW: Nov 14, 2:30-4pm, State/EPA Conversation - Update on Columbia River Temp 

TMDL Work Efforts
Attachments: CR draft workplan for States Nov 9 2017.doc

 
 
R10 sent this draft work plan to State without any HQ input. This draft says,. “EPA would take the lead in development 
the TMDL, and would rely on the States to take a leadership role for the implementation plan.”
 
Note that I don’t think we have a solid estimate yet on cost of this TMDL. 
 
As we’ve discussed before, R10 will have potential HQ funding needs for Klamath and Willamette and possible other 
Temperature TMDLs; Deschutes; two Alaska Court Order TMDLs and Washington Settlement Agreement TMDLs 
(about 250 wb/pollutant combos).
 
 

 
From: Soscia, Marylou 
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 12:04 PM
To: Sweeney, Stephen ; Havard, James ; Arrigoni, Holly ; Lewicki, Chris 
Subject: FW: Nov 14, 2:30-4pm, State/EPA Conversation - Update on Columbia River Temp TMDL Work Efforts
 
Here is information on our meeting.
 
___________________________________________________
Mary Lou Soscia | Columbia River Coordinator | US EPA
805 S.W. Broadway, Suite 500 | Portland, OR 97205
503.326.5873
www.epa.gov/columbiariver 
 
From: Soscia, Marylou 
Sent: Thursday, November 09, 2017 4:20 PM
To: Melissa Gildersleeve <mgil461@ecy.wa.gov>; Gene Foster <FOSTER.Eugene@deq.state.or.us>; Don Essig <Don.
Essig@deq.idaho.gov>; FOSTER Eugene P <Eugene.P.FOSTER@state.or.us>
Cc: Byrne, Jennifer <Byrne.Jennifer@epa.gov>; Mann, Laurie <mann.laurie@epa.gov>; Rochelle Labiosa <labiosa.
rochelle@epa.gov>; Ben Cope <Cope.Ben@epa.gov>; Szelag, Matthew <Szelag.Matthew@epa.gov>; Palmer, John 
<Palmer.John@epa.gov>; Edmondson, Lucy <Edmondson.Lucy@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Michelle <wilcox.michelle@epa.
gov>; Croxton, Dave <Croxton.David@epa.gov>
Subject: Nov 14, 2:30-4pm, State/EPA Conversation - Update on Columbia River Temp TMDL Work Efforts
 
Dear Melissa, Gene and Don:
 
We are looking forward to our conversation on Nov 14th to continue to discuss a future Columbia River Temp 
TMDL. I am including a proposed agenda and a proposed workplan for our discussion.
 
Proposed Agenda - State/EPA Conversation - Update on Columbia River Temp TMDL Work Efforts
Nov 14, 2:30pm – 4pm Pacific
Conf call # , code 
 
Introductions
 
Update on Brief and next steps on litigation

FOIA exemption (b)(5)

(b) (6) (b) (6)



-  Jan 26th DOJ reply
-  Federal agency coordination

 
Update on Meetings

-  Nov 21 discussion at Columbia River Federal Caucus on RBM-10
o  RBM-10 Update

-  Dec 4th meeting with FCRPS action agencies
-  Dec 7th meeting with Columbia River Tribes

 
Review Proposed Workplan

-  Review proposed tasks
-  Discuss role of states
-  Discussion/Changes?

 
Set next meeting date
 
___________________________________________________
Mary Lou Soscia | Columbia River Coordinator | US EPA
805 S.W. Broadway, Suite 500 | Portland, OR 97205
503.326.5873
www.epa.gov/columbiariver 
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1.0 Project Definition. EPA will work with the States of Oregon, Idaho, Washington; the Columbia River 
Basin Tribal Governments; federal agencies; and Public Utility Districts1, to develop temperature 
TMDLs for the Columbia and Lower Snake Rivers, placing priorities on: water temperature 
improvement, alignment with the timing of the court-ordered Columbia River System Operations EIS 
(http://www.crso.info), and transparent information sharing and communication with states, tribal 
governments, federal agencies, and the general public. 
 
Our goals include development of a solid source assessment; the identification and implementation 
of temperature mitigation actions which could include operational and structural changes at 
Columbia and Lower Snake River dams to improve water temperature; and the protection and 
restoration of cold water refuges. EPA would take the lead in development the TMDL, and would 
rely on the States to take a leadership role for the implementation plan. 
 
Timeline: Completion of TMDL prior to completion of the draft Columbia River System Operation 
EIS2. Completion of the draft EIS is currently scheduled for March 2020, as ordered by Judge Simon 
in July 2016.    

 
2.0 Process & Communications. We will complete this work through collaborative engagement with 

State and Tribal governments, federal agencies, PUDs and other interested parties.  
 
A Technical Advisory Group comprised of interested State, Tribal and federal agencies is proposed to 
provide a forum to update each other on work efforts and exchange information; and discuss the 
foundational elements of the TMDL, such as 

• Geographic area of assessments. 

• Water Quality Standards interpretations. 

• Model review 

• Technical approach: boundary assumptions, source assessment (dams, point sources and 
climate change) 

• TMDL and Implementation plan development. 
 

States: Role of State agencies is to be determined. 
 
Tribes. EPA will share information on this work effort with Tribal governments through conference 
calls and face to face meetings. EPA will conduct government to government consultation and 
coordination on an as needed basis.  
 
Federal Agencies. We will utilize existing forums, such as the Columbia River Federal Caucus and 
Columbia River Federal Executives to share information with federal agencies working in the 
Columbia River Basin, including the Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) Biological Opinion 
Action Agencies (i.e.US Army Corps of Engineers, Bonneville Power Administration, and US Bureau 
of Reclamation).  The same action agencies are leading the federal court-ordered Columbia River 

                                                 
1 Grant County PUD, Chelan County PUD and Douglas County PUD. 
2 EPA, State and Tribal Governments are cooperating agencies on the CRSO EIS. 
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System Operations EIS.  We will also provide opportunities for involvement from NOAA, USFWS, 
USGS and BIA. 
 
Stakeholders. In addition, EPA proposes to hold meetings during TMDL development to update all 
interested parties on the progress to-date.  
 

TMDL Development Steps - draft 
EPA-Lead Technical Assessment Technical Advisory Group  
Tetra Tech completes initial update for RBM10 model 
to run 1970 – 2016 

 

 Formation of Technical Advisory Group. Potential 
Topics:  RBM10 model update; geographic scope.  
Water Quality Standards & TMDL Targets. 
Potential Natural Condition estimates & data needs.  
Point source data collection. Climate Change.  

EPA presents available information about 
Columbia/Snake temperatures relevant to EIS and 
TMDL, including RBM10 model status. 
 
EPA requests Review of RBM10 model by TAC, EIS 
TAC and federal agencies. 

Input to EPA in selecting a subset of EIS alternatives 
to be assessed using RBM10. 

EPA reviews comments on RBM10 and implements 
model and/or documentation improvements.   
 
 

EPA shares comments and draft task list with TAC.  
Discuss technical approach alternatives/challenges 
for developing TMDL. 
 

EPA provides revised documentation of model 
improvements and/or documentation. 
 
EPA presents draft modeling scenario results for EIS 
to Technical Advisory Group 
 
EPA presents proposed TMDL technical approach, 
including information needs (additional data, model 
scenarios) 

Modeling scenarios for draft TMDL (2 months). 
Identify information-support that can be provided by 
Technical Advisory Group. 
 
 

Initiate ESA Consultation  

EPA runs TMDL and any additional EIS modeling 
scenarios 

Implementation Plan – (e.g. cold-water refuge). 

EPA sends draft model and/or scenario reports to 
Technical Advisory Group. 

 

Modeling Report is completed. 
 
EPA begins developing draft TMDL 

 
 

EPA provides update on TMDL status and challenges.  

 Public Notice (60 days) 

 Final TMDL 

 




